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One major reason of Mr. Han Kuo-yu ‘s victory over the Kaohsiung City Mayoral 
election last November is his South-South policy, which aims at expanding 
Kaohsiung’s economic relations with provinces in southern China and countries 
in Southeast Asia. This talk will explore the programs and advantages of Mr. Han’s 
South-South Cooperation policy. Mr. Han of KMT party was the winner in a city 
that has been governed by the DPP and is supposed to be a DPP stronghold for 
decades. However, with his South-South policy, Mr. Han takes up the major DPP 
„Southbound Policy“ that is supposed to be a means against Taiwan’s economic 
reliance and dependency on Mainland China.
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Samuel C.Y. Ku Ph.D Ohio State University, is 
Professor at the Department of International Affairs at Wenzao 
Ursuline University of Languages since August 2016, where 
he also served as Vice President for International Affairs from 
August 2016 to January 2019. Professor Ku used to work at 
National Sun Yat-sen University for 27 years from September 
1989 to July 2016. His major research interests include 
Southeast Asia’s political development and Taiwan’s relations 
with Southeast Asia.


