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Bean Voting: The History and Politics of Secret Ballot 

 
 
Abstract 
 
The talk is based on the Book “Bean Voting” published in 2014, Renmin University 
Press. 
This book explores the history and politics of the secret ballot, from its introduction 
in ancient Greece, with a focus on a unique Chinese variation, called bean voting, 
practiced in areas controlled by the Chinese communist party during the Sino-
Japanese war and Chinese civil war.  
 

 
 
 
EMERSON S. NIOU (Ph.D., U. of Texas at Austin, 
1987) is Professor of Political Science at Duke 
University.  His current projects include studies of 
alliance politics, voting, and self-governance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Date:  Thursday, June 13, 2019 
    
Time:   17:00-19:00   
 
Location: SIN 1, at the Department for East Asian Studies/Chinese Studies,  

Altes AKH, Campus, Spitalgasse 2, yard 2, entrance 2.3 


